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“THE COMMUNITY’S PRAYER” 
Matthew 6:9-15 

 

9 “Pray then in this way: 

Our Father in heaven, 

    hallowed be your name. 
10     Your kingdom come. 

    Your will be done, 

        on earth as it is in heaven. 
11     Give us this day our daily bread. 
12     And forgive us our debts, 

        as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
13     And do not bring us to the time of trial, 

        but rescue us from the evil one. 
14 For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive 

you; 15 but if you do not forgive others, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses. 

 
Matthew 6:9-15 (NRSV) 

 
 

Today we’re talking about what most people call The Lord’s Prayer (some people call it 
the “Our Father”), and if you had asked me about this prayer when I was growing up, I 
would have said, “Meh.” It never meant much to me. My dad was a pastor, I grew up 
going to church, and to me the Lord’s Prayer was just this dull thing that we recited 
every Sunday. In fact, the biggest thing it meant to me was that if I fell asleep during my 
dad’s prayer, this meant it was time to wake up!  

Later I had a personal encounter with Christ, and I committed my life to Christ, and you 
know what? The Lord’s Prayer still didn’t mean a whole lot to me. Because by then, I 
was learning about real prayer—heart-felt prayer—encounter-with-the-living God 
prayer—and I did not see the value of repeating the same prayer over and over and 
over, especially with a bunch of people who were just going through the motions every 
Sunday.  

But you know what? As I have learned more about this prayer—and where it comes 
from—and what it means—and what it can do—and why it’s powerful—oh my 
goodness! I have come to see that this thing is AWESOME.  

You know, I drove an old Ford Escape until last spring when it literally fell apart, and I 
said “Yay,” and I borrowed my wife’s car and I drove it to Flow Honda and I said, “I want 



 

 

this exact same car in a different color.” And they found one, and I bought it, and 
everything was good—but because I didn’t go through the normal sales pitch, I didn’t 
know everything my car could do!  

Like for example, I didn’t know that if the key was in my pocket, all I had to do was put 
my hand on the door and it would open! You know how I found that out? My hairdresser 
told me!  

And another time I was driving the church staff to lunch, and one of them was sitting in 
the front seat saying, “Push this button. See what that does? And look over here. Did 
you know about that?”  

I’ve driven this car 10,000 miles and I’m still finding out what it can do.  

And maybe you’ve said the Lord’s Prayer 10,000 times, and you’re like, “Meh.” But my 
hope is by the time I get done, you’re going to be like me with my car, and you’re going 
to find out what this thing can do, and you’re going to say, “AWESOME.”  

 

LET’S PRAY: God, sometimes we don’t appreciate the gifts we’ve been given. We take 
things for granted and we don’t see the value of what’s right in front of us. Today, Lord, 
draw us together as your people and show us the power of The Community’s Prayer. 
And let all who agree say Amen.  

 

First of all: Where does the Lord’s Prayer come from?  

If you were here last week, you heard me talk about this thing called The Jesus Creed. 
Jesus took this ancient Jewish creed called the Sh’ma, which says,  

“Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul,  

with all your mind, and with all your strength,”  

and he added to it,  

“Love your neighbor as yourself.” 

Jesus took something that was already present in his Jewish faith and he essentially 
agreed with it, but then he added something that made it unique.  

He took the Sh’ma and he turned it into The Jesus Creed.  

And that’s pretty much the same way he created The Lord’s Prayer.  

There’s an ancient Jewish prayer called the Kaddish. It was prayed in the time of Jesus. 
Jewish people still pray it today. And it goes like this:  



 

 

"May His great name be hallowed in the world which He created, according to His will, 
and may He establish His Kingdom . . .”        
               --Kaddish      

That sounds very similar to, “Our Father, who art in in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done…”   

Do you see that? The first half of the Lord’s Prayer is essentially the Kaddish—Jewish 
people had already been praying this for a hundred years before Jesus took it and he 
added something.  And what did he add? Prayers for others!  

“Give us this day”—notice US, not me—all of these prayers are communal—“Give us 
this day OUR daily bread; and forgive US our trespasses,” as we do what? “Forgive 
those who have trespassed against us.”  

“And lead US not into temptation, and deliver US from evil” – these are community 
prayers that speak to the needs of others.  

And so once again, Jesus took something that was already present, agreed with it, but 
then added something that made it unique.  

He took the Kaddish and he turned it into The Lord’s Prayer.  

And, once again, the values are “Love God, Love Others.”  

- Love God by honoring God’s name, and welcoming God’s kingdom.  
- Love others by praying for their needs, praying to forgive them, and praying for 

their protection. 

Love God, Love Others—this is the Jesus Creed in the form of a prayer!  

Now check this out. Look at how Jesus introduces this prayer in the Gospel of Luke:  

 He was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his disciples said to 
him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples” (Luke 11:1). 

What they probably meant was, “John gave his disciples a specific, planned out 

liturgical prayer to pray that’s unique to their community, and we want you to give us 

one!”  

And so Jesus did.  

2 He said to them, “When you pray, say: 

Father, hallowed be your name. 

    Your kingdom come…” 

   (Luke 11:2) 
 



 

 

The word translated “When” also means “Whenever”—whenever you pray—every time 
you pray.  

And the word translated “say,” could also mean “recite”—meaning, say this prayer, word 
for word. Every time you pray, recite, “Our Father, who art in heaven, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, etc…”  

So maybe Jesus really did mean for us to use this prayer as a liturgical ritual, something 
we recite line-by-line together whenever we pray as a church!  

And you say, “But Claude, it’s dry, it’s dusty—we’ve been doing it so long that we just 
mouth it without thinking about it.”  

Well, the answer to that is not to stop saying it.  The answer to that is to start meaning it.  

We don’t need to stop saying it—we just need to start meaning it.  

Because here’s the thing—Jesus asked us to do this! So before we throw it out, maybe 
we need to stop and reflect on this prayer, and what it means and why Jesus asked us 
to say it. 

We don’t need to stop saying it—we just need to start meaning it.  

 

Now, go back to my car for a minute. I’ve driven it 10,000 miles, and I’m still finding 
out what it can do.  

Well, let me tell you What the Lord’s Prayer can do: 

#1 – It tells us what’s important to Jesus. 

The Lord’s Prayer tells us that Jesus wants everybody to have enough to eat.  

It tells us that Jesus wants us to forgive each other.  

It tells us that Jesus wants us to stop taking temptation lightly. 

It tells us that Jesus wants us to join him in battling the forces of evil.  

Most of all—and this may surprise you—it tells us that Jesus doesn’t just want to get 
you into heaven. He wants to get heaven into you. He says, “thy kingdom come” here—
“thy will be done” here—“on earth as it is in heaven.”  

Jesus wants this present world to look more and more like heaven.  They say some 
Christians are so heavenly-minded that they’re no earthly good—well, they didn’t get 
that from Jesus, because in the Lord’s Prayer Jesus makes it clear that he cares about 
the here and now.  

The Lord’s Prayer tells us what’s important to Jesus. It’s not just a prayer—it’s a 
statement of priorities.  



 

 

#2 – It tells us who we are. 

When we pray, Give us this day our daily bread,” we see that we’re creatures who 
depend on God for our existence.  

When we pray, “Forgive us our trespasses,” we see that we’re sinners in need of grace. 

When we pray, “As we forgive those who trespass against us,” we see that we can be 
ministers of grace. 

When we pray, “Lead us not into temptation,” we see that we’re weak people who need 
help to stay on the right path.  

And when we pray, “Our Father,” we remember that we are Children of God, infinitely 
valuable and deeply loved.  

The Lord’s Prayer tells us who we are. It’s not just a prayer—it’s a statement of identity.  

 

#3 – It unites us. 

Billy Graham died this week. And I bet everybody in this room has got some kind of 
memory of Billy Graham.  

I remember watching the crusades on TV. I remember when I was a little kid he came to 
Charlotte, and a group went down from our church, and the old Charlotte Coliseum filled 
up before we even got there, so we had to watch it on closed circuit TV in the 
auditorium next door.  

I remember when I was a college student, Billy Graham came to Chapel Hill and did a 
week-long crusade, and I got to see him up close, and I was amazed by how tall he 
was! 

And then I remember in 1996, when he did a crusade in Panthers’ Stadium, in 
Charlotte, and I got to be one of the counselors who was there to pray with people when 
they came forward to receive Christ.  

Billy Graham is one of my heroes. And it isn’t just because he preached the gospel to 
more people than any other human being who ever lived. It’s because he was a force 
for unity. He worked with churches and pastors of all denominations. During the Civil 
Rights movement, he had Martin Luther King, Jr. pray at one of his crusades. He started 
Christianity Today magazine to pull the Christian community together. And somehow he 
managed to be friends with every US President from Truman to Obama. Why? Because 
he didn’t focus on a political agenda--he focused on Jesus!  

Billy Graham was a force for unity, and so is the Lord’s Prayer. This is a prayer that all 
Christians can say together. When we say this prayer together, we’re all asking God for 
the same things—and we’re reminding each other of what we have in common. And 
what we have in common is way more important than what we disagree on.  



 

 

The Lord’s Prayer unites us. It’s not just a prayer—it’s a cure for division!  

 

#4 – It gives us a cause to fight for. 

I think about those high school students down in Florida, and how they’re responding to 
the shooting a couple weeks ago—13 of their classmates and 4 of their teachers killed 
by a 19-year-old with an assault rifle. They have started a national movement identified 
by the hashtag, “Never Again.”  

And I think about all those women who started coming forward last fall exposing 
harassment and assault, and they’ve started a movement that’s brought down some 
very powerful men. Their movement is called the “Me Too” movement, identified by the 
hashtag, “Me Too.”  

I think about the Texans yelled, “Remember the Alamo!” And I think of the buttons 
people wore during World War 2 that said, “Remember Pearl Harbor.”  

These battle cries that move people to fight for a cause—the Lord’s Prayer is one of 
those. See, when we pray the Lord’s Prayer we reaffirm our commitment to see the 
Kingdom of this world become the Kingdom of our Lord. We all say it together: “Thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done…” We remember that we’re at war with the forces of 
evil, and we’re fighting on the side of the rightful king.  

The Lord’s Prayer gives us a cause to fight for. It’s not just a prayer—it’s a call to arms! 

One more thing the Lord’s Prayer does... 

 

#5 – It gives us a framework for our own prayers. 

The Lord’s Prayer is not just something we all say together. It’s a pattern you can use to 
guide your own prayers.  

So here’s what you do: In your own prayer time, slowly think through each line of the 

Lord’s Prayer, and then expand on it with your own thoughts, feelings, praises and 

concerns.   

For example: You say, “Our Father …” And then you stop and you say, “God, I’m so 

glad to be your child.” 

You say, “Hallowed be thy name…” And then you stop and say, “Lord I want your 

name to be honored, so today help me to honor you in everything I say and do.”  

Do you see how this works?   

LET’S TRY IT RIGHT NOW.  Amy/Rick is going to say a line of the Lord’s Prayer, and 

then I’ll give you something to think about, and you pray silently. 



 

 

Ready?   

LET’S BOW OUR HEADS.  

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name… 

- In your own words, express your love and your praises to God.  
 
[Silence] 
 
Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done… 
 
- Is there a decision you’re struggling to make? Or a situation you’re concerned about? 
Pray for God’s will to be done. 
 
[Silence] 
 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
 
- Pray for your own needs and the needs of those close to you. 
 
[Silence] 
 
And forgive us our trespasses… 
 
- Confess your sins to the God who loves you and longs to forgive you. 
 
[Silence] 
 
…as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 
- Think of someone who’s done you wrong, and ask God to help you forgive that 
person.  
 
[Silence] 
 
-And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
 
-What temptation are you wrestling with?  What evil are you concerned about? Call on 
the power of God to help you.  
 
[Silence] 
 
And now, if you know the last line, let’s pray it together: 
 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.  
 


