What’s So Important About Spiritual Gifts?
Matthew 25:14-30 (New International Version, ©2010)

Can you remember the very first time you drove a car – alone? For some of you, that
wasn’t too long ago, but for others, it might have been a very long time ago. In either case, it
was your solo trip. Think about the car you drove.....
1. This generation – You may have a second-hand, run-down, used car (old Civic)
2. My generation – We used mom’s car. For me, it was a Chrysler Cordoba. I remember
seeing my Mom – praying on the front porch as I drove up the street, and I thought
to myself, was she praying for my safety or the safety of her car?
3. Generations before me – They used the “family” car. Mom: Pontiac Chieftain
You know what every generation had in common??? In most cases, our parents OWNED
the car – it was their property. Our parents TRUSTED us to take care of their property. It was
obviously something that they highly valued. Besides a house, it was probably the 2nd most
expensive item they owned. And as for me, I knew that there was a sense of RESPONSIBILITY
that came with driving a car. And if I didn’t obey the rules of the road, that car would be taken
away from me, PRIVILEGES WOULD BE LOST. The trust would have been broken. I would have
expected some form of PUNISHMENT for breaking the rules.
And I have to imagine that these servants knew something about their MASTER. They
knew that the master had certain expectations of them, just like our parents had for us. If
these servants weren’t responsible with what they were entrusted with, there would be
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consequences. Privileges would be lost. So knowing these characteristics about the Master,
two of the servants took that responsibility seriously and went and doubled their money
somehow. One didn’t take responsibility. Maybe he was intimidated by the others, or maybe
he felt like he was competing with the others. Either way – he didn’t use the money at all – he
merely hid it where he didn’t have to think about it.
Listen carefully… the bible didn’t say two servants had a “good: reputations and one had
a “bad” reputation... or two were very “wealthy” and the other one was “poor”... or that two
had PHDs and the other one was a high school dropout. They’re probably your average Joe’s.
All seemingly normal folks – just like you and me. But the difference was, two servants acted
on faith to try to make the most of the gifts they were given. While one servant acted in fear.

I hope by now, you’ve figured out that in this story, the MASTER represents Jesus Christ.
The bags of gold represent our spiritual gifts. And this “journey” - this is a parallel to his
ascension. He will be back…. And so the PURPOSE of this parable is to show us the importance
of what to do while we wait. God has given each of us AT LEAST ONE spiritual gift. Pastor
Claude touched on this a few weeks ago. He said “...no one person has all the gifts, but we all
have at least one.” To some of us, He may have given TWO, or maybe even FIVE! And He
knows each of our abilities and limitations. He wants us to be servants who act on FAITH. I
believe that He’s given each of us sufficient time to do what He expects us to do with our gifts.
And if we do, then this parable tells us that He will justly reward those who use their gifts.
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Notice – and this is KEY – it’s not how much we have, but it’s how we use what we have. It’s
not the amount of the earnings, but it’s the person’s action that is rewarded here –
Faithfulness was rewarded in each case.
So what are we doing while we’re waiting???? Are we SPENDING our time doing what
WE WANT to do? Or are we INVESTING our time doing what GOD WANTS us to do? God has
entrusted US – YOU and ME – with being His physical presence in this world. God has
equipped us and intended for us to have and to use our spiritual gifts. We need to act on faith!
Even James said Chapter 2 Verse 20, “faith without works is dead”.
Here’s what many people don’t think about..... when God gave you YOUR gift, He
wasn’t thinking ONLY about YOU - - - - - He was also thinking about the lives you would touch
with the gift you were given! And I think that’s why He’s so harsh in His judgment of the
unfaithful servant (He calls him wicked and lazy). It’s because the servant denied someone of
that gift which was his responsibility to freely give out. And let’s face it, God isn’t going to
treat those who bear fruit and those who don’t in the same way! It’s not in His nature.
We all have a place in God’s plan. We all have a role to play. Our spiritual gifts are
valuable! And when we start using our gifts, we start developing a relationship with Jesus
Christ. Listen – And since everyone has been given at least one spiritual gift, Don’t bury that
ground to avoid dealing with it..... and put it where you won’t have to think about it! We can’t
go through life and not try to figure out what our gift is.
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So how do we do that? Ask yourself these questions:
1. Have we explored what gift(s) we have? Maybe take a spiritual inventory
online? Google Spiritual gift “test” – “survey” Youth/Adults... Remember the
slide Pastor Claude put up a few weeks back from Romans 12? Some gifts
were Prophecy, Serving, Teaching, Encouraging, Giving, Leadership, Mercy...
and those were just a few of the ones the bible mentions.
2. And once we find out what our gift is, ask yourself am I serving God with that
gift (those gifts)? Many people get stuck with little to no confidence in using
out gift, they’re scared, so they do nothing. They let their own fear control
them. Find a place where you can take ACTION with your gift. TRY!
3. And finally, who is the beneficiary of our gift(s)? Who is being affected by
your using your gift? Who is being influenced by what God is doing through
You? It does no good to find your gift, start using your gift, if no one benefits
from it! My gift is NOT talking to 3rd graders... I need to be plugged into adult
ministry. But for someone else, 3rd grade is their act of servanthood.
I want to tell you a story – actually – 2 stories……Story #1 is a story of confidence….. A
long time ago, I heard a sermon on Spiritual Gifts and I thought “It’s time for me to take
action!” I love basketball, so I decided to coach a youth team! Over a 3-year period, I went 0-5,
0-5, and 2-3. That’s 2 wins – 13 losses. NEWSFLASH! My gift wasn’t influencing kids by coaching
basketball!! That’s the first story.
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Story #2 is a story of fear and excuses. I had completed a Disciple 1 Bible Study class in
1999. I could only take these classes on Sunday nights. And because I thought you had to take
the classes in order, I had to wait 6 years before Disciple 2 was offered on a Sunday night..... it
finally happened in 2005!!! Here’s what happened.
a. 1st class – Missed – had to travel for work
b. 2nd class – Attended class – things went OK
c. 3rd class – Missed – had to travel for work AGAIN
(Aside: The Disciple 1 class down the hall had no facilitator, so I made a deal
with God while traveling during Week 3 that I’d facilitate the D-1 class if they
didn’t have a volunteer at their Week 4 class)
d. 4th class – Walked into the D-2 class, took my books, said I “might” be back.
I walked down the hall and asked the temporary Disciple 1 Facilitator “Do you
have a facilitator for this class yet”. She said “We do now!”
And I’ve been in the Disciple program ever since
Now don’t miss the point ---- You see, what I thought was my spiritual gift, my comfort
zone (coaching basketball) – wasn’t my gift at all…..and what I thought wasn’t my gift
(Facilitating Disciple classes) – WAY out of my comfort zone, an area where I totally had to rely
on God – was one of the greatest blessings I’ve ever received – I might even say it is one of
spiritual gifts. So if you don’t find your spiritual gift in your comfort zone, look for it in places
that aren’t so comfortable. Places where you have to rely on God.
Last weekend, I had to buy a battery for my wife’s car. You ever notice how batteries
usually line the back walls of auto parts stores? I bought a Duralast battery – they’re made by
Johnson Controls. Do you think that Johnson Controls made that battery to sit on a shelf in an
automotive center? … All that potential just sitting on a shelf… If we don’t wire it up to a car
engine, it will never reach its full potential. Sitting on a shelf is NOT what it was designed for!!!
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It was designed to be wired into a car engine! And a funny thing is ----when properly installed
in the car, and the car is running, it works with all the other members of the car and generates
power to move! And while moving, it gets recharged by the other members! It gets more
power! See the parallel here?!? We have to find our spiritual gifts, then share those gifts with
other people, and their feedback and encouragement will make us stronger with our gift! But it
starts by finding out WHAT YOUR GIFT IS!
You know what had a great impact on me? In 2010, I attended a Presbyterian
Pilgrimage 3-day spiritual growth retreat and something about this Scripture really hit home
for me! I had what I call my “ah-ha” moment ….......... If You don’t use your gift, God’s going
to take it away! Look at Verse 28: (28So take the bag of gold from him and give it to the one
who has ten bags.) The creator of the universe, our sinless God, forms me in my mother’s
womb.... “Oh Bob, I’ve got some great gifts planned for you....I’m going to put you in a loving
home with a good family who’ll nurture you to mold you to your gifts I’m giving you... and these
gifts are perfect for your personality, looks and character.... You’re going to multiply my
kingdom on earth so much….. Oh man, this is exciting! I’ve got such great plans for you!!! Just
don’t forget about them!”
Then I exit the womb, and proceed to live life without finding out what my spiritual gifts
are. I mean – I do nothing – I don’t even consider what my gifts might be...And then it comes
time to meet my maker --- and God says: “OK Bob. I’m disappointed. You let me down. So um…
go down the hall, first door to the LEFT – not to the right – that room is for the sheep – YOU
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take the left door – that’s where the with those goats go – you wicked lazy servant! But before
you go, I need to give YOUR gifts, made perfectly for YOU, and give them to this person over
here.”
I don’t know about YOU, but I don’t want God to take the gifts intended for ME, and
give them to someone else!! I’ll have to look at that for all eternity!!! Then it dawned on me...
every day we live, we’re getting one step closer to meeting our maker. I think that the greatest
reward you can have on earth is the awesome feeling that you get, knowing that your life and
actions are in perfect alignment with God’s will. And so I pose these questions: Are YOU really
doing the best YOU can using YOUR spiritual gift every day? Or … do you need to get your
battery off that shelf and get wired for God? Are you looking for a place where it can be
effective and useful to others?

In a nutshell, be that person God meant for you to be, and be faithful with whatever gift
that God has gifted you with. Because there’s going to be a day when we’re going to have to
give an account of what we’ve done with these gifts. That is why spiritual gifts are important!!!
THERE ARE rewards to be had! Live life so you can make sure you get yours!.
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